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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 

Overview 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is a comprehensive and rigorous college 

preparatory programme designed to meet the needs of academically talented and highly 

motivated high school students.  It is available for 11
th

 and 12
th

 grade students who reside in the 

Chambersburg Area School District.  Only schools authorized by the International Baccalaureate 

Organization in Geneva, Switzerland, may offer the IB curriculum and allow their students to sit 

for IB examinations in hopes of earning an IB diploma.  IB students throughout the world follow 

a prescribed course of study in six disciplines, sit for the examinations, and fulfill additional 

requirements of the programme. 

Mission Statement 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 

people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding 

and respect.   

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to 

develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and 

lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.  

(ibo.org) 

FAQs 

How does IB compare to AP? (See attached handout) 

How do colleges look at IB? 

Being an IB Diploma student does suggest that you are well-rounded and pursuing an 

exceptionally rigorous course of studies.  Colleges may award credit based on earning the full 

diploma, a student’s cumulative score greater than 24 points, or on a course-by-course basis.  

Students and their parents are encouraged to check college websites or contact admissions 

offices for the most current information regarding their credit granting policies.   

What is the cost of the IB Programme?   

Fees for 2020:           

Subject fee: $119 per exam subject     

 

 



Diploma Requirements 

Students can earn the IB Diploma by completing six required IB courses and three Core 

requirements (CAS, EE and TOK).  The curriculum is designed to be interconnected and 

highlight both the IB mission and Learner Profile. 

Students must: 

 Select one subject from each Group 1-5. 

 Their 6
th

 course many come from Group 6 OR an additional course from Groups 1-5. 

 At least three courses must be taken at the Higher Level (HL). 

 Complete assessment: external exams and internal assessments 

 Earn a minimum score of 24.  Each subject is scored on a scale of 1-7 with 4 being passing. 

 Satisfactory completion of the Core (CAS, EE and TOK) 

The Core:   Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) 

The CAS requirement emphasizes “Experiential Learning” and the importance of life outside of 

the world of scholarship.  CAS provides a fresh counterbalance to the academic self-absorption 

some may feel with a demanding school programme.  All IB students are expected to generate 

their own unique CAS portfolios of activities in the areas of Creativity, Action and Service.  A 

CAS Coordinator will guide and support students through this experience.  CAS activities should 

center on real, purposeful activities with significant outcomes. Experiences must provide 

personal challenge that extends the student and is achievable in scope.  CAS activities must 

involve thoughtful consideration such as planning, reviewing progress, and reporting, and each 

activity must include opportunity for reflection on outcomes and personal learning.  

Creativity includes arts and other experiences that allow for creative thinking and problem-

solving.  This can cover a wide range of planning, designing and implementation of service 

projects as well as active participation in live cultural performances or helping to support the 

arts. 

Action involves physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle.  Examples include activities 

such as hiking expeditions, individual or team sports, enrollment in an exercise class (i.e. yoga), 

and participation in a walkathon or 5K. 

Service is an unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student and 

respects the rights, dignity and autonomy of all those involved.  Getting involved with 

community service-oriented organizations may help a student fulfill the service component of 

CAS. 

All students should be involved in some CAS activities that they have initiated themselves; other 

activities many be initiated by the school or an outside organization.  Students should also 

participate in at least one project involving teamwork.  The CAS experience is intended to raise 

awareness that one person can make a difference in the lives of others. 



The Core: Extended Essay (EE) 

The Extended Essay, an original research paper of no more than 4,000 words, provides the 

student with the opportunity to intensify his/her attention on an area of particular interest.  The 

student is encouraged to draw the connections between that which is studied in an academic 

environment and that which can be explored through one’s own means of investigation and 

expository writing. 

The process should begin in the junior year.  The student should consider a variety of topics and 

engage in some cursory research, verifying the accessibility of adequate material and 

ascertaining a continued interest in the topic.  Advised by a faculty member, the student will 

research the topic, draft a proposal, outline his/her paper, submit a rough draft, revise it and 

polish a final piece for submission to the International Baccalaureate Organization.   

The Core: Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 

The primary intent of the Theory of Knowledge class is to analyze the processes by which we 

acquire knowledge and the lenses through which we view it.  The course will involve class 

discussion, presentations, debates, role-playing activities, writing assignments and research.  

Students should expect to take an active role in class activities and to stretch their conventional 

understanding of almost every issue raised in class as well as the conventions through which they 

are accustomed to addressing such issues.  The course is taken over the junior and senior year 

and will explore the four primary ways of knowing; perception, language, reason and emotion.  

The exploration of each way of knowing will extend and integrate the material studied in other 

IB courses.  Theory of Knowledge, the intellectual centerpiece of the IB Diploma Programme, 

encourages students to make important curricular and global connections and to stretch their 

understanding of themselves and the thinking process. 

CASHS IB Alumni are now attending the following colleges and universities: 

 Clemson University 

 Columbia University 

 Duquesne University 

 Elizabethtown College 

 Georgetown University 

 Gettysburg College 

 Johnson & Wales University 

 Lycoming College 

 Northeastern University 

 Pennsylvania State University (Schreyer Honors College) 

 Princeton University 

 Shippensburg University 

 Towson University 

 University of Pennsylvania 

 University of Pittsburgh 

 University of Richmond 

 Virginia Tech 


